
Now in the place  
where He was crucified  

there was a garden... John 19:41
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Gardens are important places! It was in a garden that Adam brought sin 
and death to all our race, and it was also in a garden where the Second 
Adam proclaimed His triumph over them. Happy Easter! The Lord is 
risen! Alleluia!
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T H E  P R E S I D E N T ’ S

A SERIOUS SAINTLINESS 
by Michael Avery, president 
 

Henry Drummond, while preaching in chapel at Harvard many years ago, 
said, “Gentlemen, don’t touch Christianity unless you mean business.” 
Drummond’s advice seems very much out of vogue in modern day reli-

gion, but he was right on target then and now. The common admonition of our 
day is to “lighten up” and not take religion too seriously. J.I. Packer has com-
pared the modern route in religion to something similar to the “hot tub expe-
rience.” “The hot tub experience,” says Packer, “is sensuous, relaxing, sloppy, 
laid back—not in any way demanding…but very, very nice, even to the point 
of being great fun.” Packer concludes that many today want Christianity to be 
just like that and take great pains to make it so. 

Somehow a system of belief that culminated on a rugged cross has been 
reconfigured into a well-marketed program of “let us help you feel better about 
yourself and teach you how to enjoy life to the full.” This hedonistic spin on 
Christianity is in direct contradiction to what it means to be a follower of Jesus 
Christ. The yearning for happiness, rather than holiness, found so widely 
among Christians professing a superior degree of sanctity is sufficient proof 
that such sanctity doesn’t exist. John Wesley said of the members of one of the 
early Methodist societies, that he doubted that they had been made perfect in 
love because they came to church to enjoy religion instead of to learn how they 
could become holy. 

Real saints are serious about real holiness. I don’t mean a couple of trips to 
an altar or the regular verbalization that “I’m sanctified.” I mean real sanctity. 
Holy people seek to be separate from all that stains their world or dirties their 
lives. They are free from all sinful thoughts, impure motives and questionable 
activities. Through the power of Christ and the indwelling presence of the Holy 
Spirit, they have found true inner goodness and authentic clean living. 

A call to real sanctity needs to be taken up with great intensity in our day. 
All the praying, sacrificing and pleading with God will not bring revival until 
we take seriously the call to holiness. If we choose to fill our minds with 
pornography, violence, immorality, hatred, promiscuity and self centered-
ness and call it entertainment, then we can be certain God will not hear our 
prayers. We cannot expect a divine visitation if we are unethical in busi-
ness, corrupt in our speech and careless in our commitments. Let no one 
be fooled. True Christianity makes serious demands on our lives. It is 
impossible to have a heart in one condition and produce fruit of an oppo-
site condition. A holy heart will affect our actions, just as our actions 
reflect our heart. 

Saints are serious about obedience. The apostle said, “For this is the 
love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments 
are not grievous.” (I John 5:3) Someone has rightly said that it is impos-

sible for a man who loves God to say, “No, Lord,” (p7)➡ 
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Our Readers Respond 
 

It is a privilege to hear from readers of the Revivalist. Names 
and locations of writers will be withheld at their specific request 
or at the discretion of the editor. We reserve the right to edit and 
condense all letters selected for publication. They should be 
addressed to the Editorial Office, 1810 Young Street, Cincinnati, 
Ohio 45210, or e-mailed to revivalist@gbs.edu. Letters reprinted 
here do not necessarily reflect the opinions of the editor of God’s 
Revivalist nor those of the administration of God’s Bible School. 
 
GOD’S HOLINESS JOURNAL 

[God’s Revivalist] has been coming to the Moutoux 
family since the early ’20’s, first to my parents, and 
now to wife and me. It was introduced to my mother 
by Evangelist Hamilton Jackson, who was conducting a 
campaign in our area. My parents were converted in 
that revival and subscribed to God’s Revivalist. So the 
paper has been part of our family for 75 years. 

It is encouraging to note that you are continuing 
to maintain the character and content that has made 
God’s Holiness Journal an outstanding part of the 
Holiness Movement. Keep up the good work God has 
entrusted you with. 

WILFRID E. MOUTOUX 
 

Editor’s Note: We appreciate Brother Moutoux’s kind 
words. He is a respected writer and evangelist whose 
work has appeared periodically in the Revivalist since 
1956. His latest contribution was “A Christmas 
Meditation,” published in the December 1999 issue. 
 
WELL WRITTEN AND ATTRACTIVE 

Your magazine is very well written and attractive. 
It is a fine written representative of the cause of Christ. 

JERRELL SHARLOW 
 
BIBLICAL MESSAGE OF HEART PURITY 

I always look forward to the articles by Brother 
Avery and Brother Smith. I am also thankful for the 
insights of Dr. Richard S. Taylor in his article, “Why 
the Holiness Movement Died [Revivalist, March 1999]. 
He has long been one of my favorite writers. It is my 
conviction that God is already breathing new life into 
the movement that proclaims the message of heart 
purity. May God’s blessings be on you as you continue 
to proclaim the message of holiness that 
is so much needed in our day. 

LARRY RHOAD 
Oak Ridge, Tennessee 

Each month we publish brief “field reports” from mis-
sionaries around the world. Missionaries are invited to 
send us their newsletters and other information about 
their activities. GBS graduates are especially urged to 
respond, but we also wish to include others who uphold 
our vision and our commitment. 
 
BRAZIL 

Missionaries Roderick and Cora Wells are mak-
ing their temporary home in Avon Park, Florida, 
while he continues to receive medical treatment. 
They report progress in their work in Menaus, Brazil. 
 
GHANA 

Missionary Steve Klotz reports that his wife 
Mary has returned home from the hospital after a 
struggle with a severe kidney infection, malaria and 
dehydration. “Actually it was very severe, and so 
much so that she could have died. We appreciate all 
the prayers that went up for her.  This past weekend 
I was quite sick myself.” 
 
HONDURAS 

“Our school year at the Bible Institute in San 
Luis is in full swing! We have ten new students for 
the residency program and a grand total of 37 for 
the extension program which meets in three dif-
ferent areas of Honduras. Please remember our 
young people as they prepare for fulltime ministry.” 
—Tom and Sharon McKnight 
 
RUSSIA 

“The Vyborg Christian Center (VCC) will cele-
brate its seventh anniversary in February of 2000. 
Richard and Judy Gout, directors of the center 
since 1994, and a dedicated group of precious 
Russian believers have done an outstanding job of 
developing the center’s ministry…Since 1993 the 
center has assisted with the distribution of millions 
of Bibles and New Testaments throughout Russia.” 
—FEA Ministries Update 
 
SOUTH AFRICA 

“In Lesotho, we presently have nine churches 
and six full-time preaching places. Every church is 
experiencing growth and a true spirit of revival. I 
found a new sense of urgency among our pastors 
brought about by the alarming AIDS epidemic. 
Nearly every week, one of the pastors is asked to 
conduct the funeral of a victim of this terrible dis-
ease.”—Jim Howard, FEA Africa Field Coordinator

Missions Around 
The World



And Are We Yet Alive?” This is the 
opening line of a hymn by 
Charles Wesley, and it is also the 

title of an astonishing book published 
in 1986. Written by Bishop Richard 
Wilke, it is a painful study 
of statistical loss and spiri-
tual collapse within the 
United Methodist Church. 

“Once we were a Wes-
leyan revival,” he declares, 
“full of enthusiasm, fired by 
the Spirit, running the race 
set before us like a sprinter 
trying to win a prize…Our 
Wesley-inspired dream and 
directive was to ‘spread 
Scriptural holiness’ across 
the continent. Circuit riders 

raced over every hill 
and valley. New 

churches were 
established in every ham-
let. Our missionaries 
encircled the globe.” 

But, alas, this is no 
more. “Now we are 
tired, listless, fueled 
only by nostalgia of 
former days, walking 
with a droop, eyes 

on the ground, 
d i s c o u r a g e d , 

putting one foot 
ahead of the other 

like a tired old man 
who remembers, but 

who can no longer per-
form.” Pointing to a mem-

bership loss so catastrophic that “we 
are wasting away like a leukemia vic-
tim when the blood transfusions no 
longer work,” Bishop Wilke concludes, 
“We are a dying species.” 

 “Amen!” we respond. 
“Give it to them, Bishop!” 
After all, didn’t our spiritu-
al ancestors leave Bishop 
Wilke’s denomination over 
a century ago, because even 
then the symptoms of ter-
minal illness were appear-
ing? Didn’t they form the 
holiness movement to keep 
alive the Wesleyan message 
which the church was for-
saking? Aren’t we now the 
real “keepers of the flame”? 

These questions all 
imply “yes” for an answer, 
and in a sense that answer 

would be correct. But without qualifi-
cation it would also be misleading. 
For on the one hand, it suggests an 
exclusive claim to the Methodist her-
itage, a patent which we do not pos-
sess; and on the other hand, an unwa-
vering loyalty to that heritage, a com-
pliment which we do not deserve. 

Even in the United Methodist 
Church there remains a sturdy remnant 
who are calling their denomination 
back to its scriptural roots in the 
Wesleyan Revival. The hour is very late, 
and the church’s condition is very des-
perate. “Can these dry bones live?…O 
Lord, Thou knowest.” We do know He 
will reward all who will not (p25)➡  

T H E  E D I T O R ’ S

ARE WE AS 

AUTHENTICALLY 

WESLEYAN AS 

OUR CHURCH 

SIGNS AND OUR 

DOCTRINAL 

STATEMENTS 

CLAIM WE ARE?
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WESLEYANISM: OUR HERITAGE, OUR HOME                                                           
Backward to Our Future! No. 3 
by Larry D. Smith, editor

“Backward to our future, forward to our past!” This is the double focus which will bring 
rebirth to the holiness movement. In the dawning light of a new millennium, the principles 
of our yesterdays must be the foundation for our tomorrows. Last month your editor dis-
cussed “holiness of heart and life” as our central, identifying theme. Now he explores historic 
Wesleyanism—our heritage, our home.
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AWOKE THIS EASTER SUNDAY MORNING TO DISCOVER THAT A THIN 
BLANKET OF WET SNOW HAD COVERED OUR VALLEY. THE PRECIPITA-
TION, STILL FALLING, WAS A DEPRESSING REMINDER OF THE 
RECORD SNOWFALLS WHICH HAD PARALYZED OUR REGION THROUGH-

OUT THE BITTER WINTER. AS I STEPPED INTO THE SWIRLING WHITE FLAKES 
I WAS IMMEDIATELY STRUCK WITH A HUNDRED FLUFFY PARTICLES WHICH 
WOULD MELT INSTANTLY, ONLY TO BE REPLACED BY AN ARMY OF NEW ONES  

DEATH, THOU SHALT

Die!
I



➡(p3) because if Christ is truly our 
Lord, we cannot refuse Him. Jesus 
said it this way in Luke 6:46, “Why 
call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the 
things which I say?” In the salvation 
process God radically and immediate-
ly reorients our lives to Christ so that 
He is truly Lord of our lives. 

Saints are serious about servant-
hood. Paul reminds us again and 
again that “our life is not our own,” 
but it is “hid with Christ in God.” We 
are told that “Whatsoever ye do, do it 
heartily, as to the Lord.” It is only in 
the context of servanthood that our 
lives can become something beautiful 
for God and resourceful for others. 

Richard Foster may have summed 
it up best when he said, “The desper-
ate need today is not for a great 
number of intelligent or gifted peo-
ple, but the desperate need is for 
deep people.” Dr. Foster, I couldn’t 
agree with you more. 
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which too would fight brave-
ly—but vainly—for survival. 

But as I buttoned my coat 
and drank in the morning air, 
a realization came over me. 
Yes, it was snowing…again… 
but the snow wasn’t sticking 
very well. What little bit had 
accumulated on the grass, we 
fully expected to be melted by 
the time morning worship was 
over.  And,  yes,  the air  was 
chilly, but it was not a bone-
chilling cold. Winter, which 
had hounded and badgered our 
community for months, was 
losing its  grip.  I  smiled to 
myself as I mused, “Go ahead, 
winter! Go ahead and try to 
cover us with snow! I’ll bet you 
can’t!” It was almost fun to 
taunt Old Man Winter! I knew 
he might have enough strength 
to sprinkle a little white dust 
here and there, but he didn’t 
have the strength to plummet 
our homes and farms with 
multiplied inches—even sever-
al feet—of the stuff as he had 
in previous weeks! And chill us 
he might, but he no longer had 
the strength to drive us 
indoors with his icy breath. 
Old Man Winter was on his 
deathbed;  I  knew it  and he 
knew it. 

Just then, scanning the 
open fields, my eyes were drawn 
to our church cemetery. I 
noticed that standing proudly 
above those grave-plots were 
beautiful sprays of flowers and 
greenery decorating small 
crosses and Easter wreaths, 
each arrangement marking a 
different burial place of some 
deceased loved one. Surely it 
was my imagination, but some-
how these grave decorations 
seemed to join me in my mock-
ing of winter. I fancied that 
they stood tall, almost daring 
the feeble snow shower to cover 
them. It couldn’t. And they 
seemed to be delightfully aware 
of late winter’s impotence. 

But those flowery monu-
ments of  love which stood 
marking the grass of the saints 
did more than scorn Old Man 
Winter. Rather, they seemed 
that Easter morning to be look-
ing past the wet snowflakes and 
calling out to a greater foe—
that last enemy, Death. And to 
this tyrant they seemed to be 
gleefully singing with united 
voices: Death, your days too 
are numbered!  Yes,  you’ve 
been an indomitable opponent, 
mercilessly forcing our unwill-
ing hearts along the rocky path 
of grief to your shrine of tears 
where, with the poet Cowper, 
we’ve “spent our stock of sor-
row.” But somehow those flow-
ers seemed to say on this East-
er morning, your sting has 
become strangely numb. 
Together we testify that your 
icy f ingers,  though sti l l 
wrapped around the bodies of 
these sleeping saints,  are 
nonetheless loosening their 
grip! Oh, Death, by you our 
heads are bloodied,  but 
unbowed. We will pay homage 
to you no longer! We sense the 
weakening of your power! We 
dare to taunt you with the tri-
umphant words of the poet 
Donne: ‘Death, be not proud, 
though some have called thee 
mighty and dreadful—thou art 
not so! For those whom thou 
think’st thou dost overthrow 
die not, poor Death.’” 

And so on this  Easter 
morning, mingled with the fra-
grance of the cemetery flowers 
is the smell of death. No, not 
the death of decaying bodies, 
but the death of death itself. 
And it  is  Donne who once 
more speaks both for me and 
for the speechless saints lying 
impatiently beneath the wet, 
melting snow when he con-
cluded: “One short sleep past, 
we wake eternally, and Death 
shall be no more; Death, thou 
shalt die!”

Divisional Chair:  
Christian Teacher Education  

God’s Bible School is seeking an 
energetic professional with strong 
academic credentials and experience 
to chair the Division of Christian 
Teacher Education. The candidate 
must be able to connect with stu-
dents in and out of the classroom 
and keep them excited about Christ-
ian education. As a member of the 
Academic Committee the divisional 
chair must articulate a vision for the 
division and be able to work to see 
dreams become reality. Candidates 
must have a master’s degree and be 
willing to pursue a doctorate.  

College Instructor  
God’s Bible School is always look-
ing for quality teachers. This year is 
no exception. If you have the appro-
priate graduate degree and the nec-
essary classroom skills to teach at 
the college level, we would like to 
hear from you. As we expand our 
curriculum, we need to add quali-
fied staff.  
If interested send your resumè to the 
Vice-President for Academic Affairs, 
Dr. Ken Farmer, at 1810 Young 
Street, Cincinnati, Ohio 45210.



“…He is…just to forgive us our sins.” (I Jn. 1:9) 
 

Contemplation of God’s justice generally provokes emo-
tions of utmost reverence. Thus, hymns about God’s justice 
typically employ steady rhythms, exalted language and fre-
quent crescendos, reflecting man’s natural awe of this divine 
attribute. Drums and trumpets seem more appropriate 
accompaniment to such a theme than do soft flutes and 
soothing violins. 

But sometimes meditation on God’s justice can so over-
whelm the mind that reverence transforms into fear, even 
dread or despair. The justice of God then assumes a rather 
negative connotation, and it becomes more comforting to 
avoid thoughts of His justice and instead ponder God’s love, 
mercy and grace. 

But St. John implies that in the transaction of the sin-
ner’s pardon, there is hope and comfort to be found in a con-
sideration of the fact that God is just. “He is faithful and 
just* to forgive.” John didn’t write that God is “faithful and 
merciful,” though that is certainly true. Nor did he insist 
that God is “faithful and gracious,” though this is likewise 
accurate. John wrote that God is faithful and just, and in so 
doing he implied that God’s “just-ness” was a positive, not a 
negative, factor in the procurement of forgiveness! 

How can this be? How can God’s perfect, unalloyed jus-
tice be a source of comfort to the condemned sinner? This 
was the issue raised by Paul in Romans 3:26: How can God 
be just while justifying the sinner? 

The answer lies, of course, in two arguments. The first 
concerns the fact that God Himself, for His own reasons, has 
extended the guarantee of pardon to all who exercise gen-
uine repentance and faith. Having pre-committed Himself 
“in writing” on the matter, it would constitute the greatest 
miscarriage of justice this universe has ever experienced if 
God withheld from the penitent what He has promised. The 
consequences of such a breech of integrity would be unfath-
omable; it would eclipse a thousand-fold the devastation that 
resulted from the fall of Lucifer. It would be easier to com-
prehend square circles than to try to imagine a perfectly just 
God defaulting on His pledge of pardon! 

The second line of reasoning is more complex, but no 
less wonderful; it has to do with the nature of the atone-
ment provided by Jesus Christ upon Calvary’s cross. It is 
impossible to condense into a few lines what theologians 
and poets have taken countless volumes to write, but suffice 
it to say that, in God’s perfect judgment, the self-offering of 
Jesus was so efficacious and so satisfactory that it would be 
unjust for God to withhold forgiveness from that sinner 
who pleads the merits of Christ’s atonement for his guilt. 
More than simply being pacified or silenced, the justice of 
God, energized by the merit of Christ’s death, aggressively 
and forcefully speaks out on the sinner’s behalf and insists 
upon a verdict of “pardoned!” 

Perhaps it is time to invite the flutists and violinists to a 
celebration of praise to a God who is altogether and uncom-
promisingly just! 
 
*The Greek word translated “just” in the KJV 
(dikaios) is sometimes translated “righteous.” 
While some have tried to differentiate between 
justice and righteousness, Tozer concludes that 
“in scripture justice and righteousness are 
scarcely to be distinguished from each other.”
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a deeper look at Scripture
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To add focus to GBS’s Grand Centenary Year, we present this series of 
brief vignettes of the people and events which have enriched the past 100 
years on the Hilltop. Although the great Centenary Celebration will take 
place September 27–30, 2000, the broader commemoration will contin-
ue through camp meeting 2001.  
 
WHEN THEY FINISHED OFF THE GIANT 
 

What a scene to remember! In the old photo, E.E. 
Shelhamer is sitting in the third-story tower window of the 
administration building, waving excitedly, his left leg dangling 
over the ledge. That pose looks both precarious and unusual 
for the dignified evangelist. But he had been aroused by a 
shout so deafening that according to his colleague, the Rev. 
Joseph H. Smith, it “must have rivaled that when the walls of 
Jericho fell!”  

It was June 3, 1928, the last Sunday of camp meeting; and, 
as President Meredith Standley noted, the “‘Mount of Blessings’ 
was ablaze with triumph!” Never had attendance been so high; 
Shelhamer, Smith, C.H. Babcock, and J.B. Chapman had been 
fiery in the pulpit; the singing and orchestra were exhilarating, 

and “many times there were one hundred souls crying to God for deliverance from sin.” F.M. Messenger was a sober 
businessman, but he recalled that in all his experience of 35 years, “It was the most remarkable time of joyous victory” 
that he had ever seen. 

But during the months before, the atmosphere had not been so buoyant, for  the whole future of God’s Bible School 
was in doubt. Legal proceedings had already begun against the school, and the $119,000 indebtedness against its 
orphanage, home for unwed mothers, and Mt. Auburn campus seemed overwhelming. “My heart ached when I thought 
of the tragedy if this, [God’s] School, should go down and close its doors,” evangelist Charles Slater declared. The great 
camp meetings and the Thanksgiving dinners for the poor would be over. God’s Revivalist, that “silent preacher” hon-
ored by thousands as “next to their Bible” would be silenced. “Then where are the dear little orphans, where would 
they go? And the Rescue Home would silently close.” 

“Oh, let us bury that debt,” he begged Revivalist readers, “and pray that God’s Bible School will come out clear-
er, cleaner, hotter, and more on fire for God and the the old-fashioned 
way than it has ever been in the past.” This call was echoed by many 
others, and in the weeks following, these columns recorded the accu-
mulating pledges and donations pouring in to the “slay the giant Debt.” 
The campaign was illustrated by a student drawing of the scowling 
Giant, about to crush the campus with a fiendish club marked “Debt 
Slaves.” His patchwork armor consisted of “bills, notes, duns, payments 
due,” etc. 

By camp meeting time, about $105,000 had been received. At last, the 
debts against the orphanage and the rescue home had been paid off, and 
fieldstone monuments had been dedicated at each of these rural sites. 
During camp, a similar but larger monument had been erected in front of 
the administration building. Since about $15,000 still had to be raised, fif-
teen boulders were left off its top. 

At 10:00 on Sunday morning, there was a grand procession of stu-
dents, trustees, workers, teachers, and missionaries into the tabernacle, 
all marching to the orchestra’s rendition of “Onward Christian Soldiers.” 
There was money still to be raised, but President Standley was sure that 
“the Giant was breathing very hard and in fact breathing his last.” As 
always, this was “Bible School Day,” and various speakers represented the 
school before the offering. 

When this was taken it totaled $8,000. It was now afternoon, and 
Babcock was supposed to preach. Both he and Smith, however, “felt that 
we ought to finish the Giant; so the people began to give more,” Standley 
wrote, “and the offering began to mount higher and higher, and finally 
someone shouted, ‘We’re over the top!’ Before we realized it, we (p20)➡ 



News From The Hilltop

MUSIC DIVISION TO PRESENT ELIJAH MAY 10  
In keeping with its tradition of a spring concert of classical music, 

the GBS Division of Music will present Elijah at 7:00 P.M., May 10, in 
the Adcock Memorial Chapel. The magnificent oratorio, written by 
German composer Felix Mendelssohn (1809–1847) and considered one 
of his finest works, is based on the Old Testament account of the 
prophet Elijah.  

Directed by Division of Music Chairman Garen Wolf, the oratorio will be 
sung by the 55-voice college choir, accompanied on the piano by Martha 
Miller. Nick Pop, senior music major, will sing the part of Elijah, which will 
be supported by other student solos. Mr. Rodney Sones is associate director 
of the presentation. 
 
GBS REPRESENTED AT AABC CONVENTION 

“Renewal” was the theme of plenary sessions at the annual convention 
of the Accrediting Association of Bible Colleges (AABC), February 15–19 in 
Orlando, Florida. Representing GBS was Dr. Ken Farmer, Vice-President for 
Academic Affairs, and Mr. Rodney Sones, faculty member heavily involved in 
institutional assessment. 

Of particular interest to GBS were sessions giving insight into the 
process of institutionalizing assessment so that it becomes documented evi-
dence of the continual process of improvement. Dr. Farmer explains that 
“such assessment, especially of educational outcomes, has become a prima-
ry concern, not only for accrediting bodies, but also for government agen-
cies. GBS is hard at work in this area. We are not just trying to satisfy the 
demands of outside entities, but we are serious about adequately prepar-
ing young people to meet the challenges of ministry today.” 
 
FIRST FLOOR OF ADMINISTRATION BUILDING RENOVATED 

In preparation for the on-campus Grand Centenary Celebration, Sep-
tember 27–30, members of the GBS maintenance staff have begun reno-
vation of the first floor of the administration building. These include: 

(1) The historic parlor area, used most recently as the Admissions 
and Student Recruitment Office, is in process of restoration and will be 
dedicated to the memory of former faculty member Oswald Chambers. 
Various photographs and other memorabilia will be on display in the 
room, which will also be used for board meetings. 

(2) The north entrance area has been remodeled to make a more 
“user-friendly” space. On the west, the wall to the phone desk operator’s 
area has been “opened up”; and on the east, a hallway has been created just 
before the stairway in order to create greater privacy. 

(3) The small lavatory beneath the staircase has been replaced by a 
more attractive facility in the area across from the south entrance door. 

(4) The deteriorated main front entrance doors are scheduled for 
replacement with sturdy new doors built to replicate the old. This will allow 
the formal entrance area to be used at least for ceremonial occasions. 
 
NEW BUSINESS DEGREES OFFERED AT GBS 

“When people think of a call to full-time Christian service, they usually 
think ‘preacher’ or ‘missionary,’” says Dr. Ken Farmer, GBS Vice-President 
for Academic Affairs. “This is limiting,” he adds. “God’s call is to every 
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Administration Building 

Renovations in progress

Mendelssohn



FIFTY YEARS AGO IN THE REVIVALIST, April 1950 
 

Reported in “Campus News”: “Brother Wingrove Taylor, our student from St. 
Kitts, West Indies, spoke in Chapel service recently. He used Gen. 5:24, ‘Enoch walked 
with God,’ as the basis of his inspiring message.” 

“Rev. Wesley Duewel, returned missionary from India, was here for a week-end of 
missionary services…Rev. Duewel showed pictures he had taken of a heathen festival in 
India.” 
 
ONE HUNDRED YEARS AGO IN THE REVIVALIST, April 1900 
 

M.W. Knapp writes: “That God should use so feeble an instrument for so great a 
work fills me with amazement and with gratitude…I would rather be a sharer with Him 
in His conquests over the devil, and the winning of this world back to holiness and 
heaven, than sway any earthly scepter or wear any earthly crown.” 

 
Rev. E.H. Dashiel: “I am hiding in Jesus. The blessedness of that Place of Rest no pen can show.” 
 
W.N. Hirst writes: “Is anything so odious to the hard-fisted dogmatist as the sweet freedom of the Holy 

Ghost? Like the Pharisees, they are zealous for the externals, while the dear Master leads his humble little band 
in sweet, unaffected freedom through the waving cornfields. O, you brethren and sisters with cast-iron souls that 
think you are molds for everybody else, I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, 
not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think.” 

 
Announcing the coming camp meeting: “We expect cloudbursts of convicting power and converting grace 

and sanctifying dynamite at the Salvation Park Camp Meeting.  If your pastor is cold, send him to the Salvation 
Park Camp Meeting, where holy fire will be burning.”

DOWN 
MEMORY 
LANE 
 
 
 
Selections From  
The Revivalist  Files
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Christian. This could be on an assembly line or in a business office. GBS is 
trying to address this by expanding its degree offerings.”  

This is why the school now offers new business degrees. The existing Associ-
ate of Arts Degree in Secretarial Science has been reworked, so that in addition to 
the general business core of subjects, two possible majors are now offered. These 
are General Business and Office Administration, and students majoring in either 
of them will take such classes as “Business Practices and Ethics” and “Account-
ing.” They will also receive basic instruction and practical application in the vari-
ous programs within Microsoft Office (Word, Access, Excell, and PowerPoint). 

Students majoring in Office Administration will also focus on such class-
es as “Records Management,” “Office Procedures,” and “Document Process-
ing.”  For the Business Administration majors, there is additional work in 
“Fundamentals of Management/Supervision,” “Fundamentals of Marketing,” 
and “Legal Environment in Business.” 

Faculty will include Miss Laura Ellison, who has a BA in Business Educa-
tion and will be pursuing an MBA; Dr. Ken Farmer, who has an MBA; and sev-
eral adjunct professors who have experience in business, economics, and 
taxes. Negotiations with other adjuncts are in process. 

Persons interested in further information on either of these degree pro-
grams should contact Miss Ellison at Ph. (513) 721-7944, extension 265 or e-
mail lellison@gbs.edu.  
 
Briefly Noted: Mark and Kristin Bird, both GBS professors, have just 
returned from Ukraine, where he taught a short course at Kiev Wesley Bible 
College…annual spring Prayer Conference, directed by the Rev. Clair Sams, 
was held on campus January 25–26.

 

COLLEGE CHOIR 
MAY WEEKEND 

 

Sunday, May 7 – 10:40 a.m. 
Trenton Church of  
the Nazarene 
Trenton, OH 
Dr. Doug Vanness 
(513) 988-6334 
 
Sunday, May 7 – 6:30 p.m. 
Burlington Bible  
Methodist Church 
Burlington, KY 
Rev. Darrell Stetler 
(606) 689-5843
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On these pages, we feature items about 
GBS alumni, vital statistics, significant 
events scheduled throughout the “Revivalist 
family,” and brief news notes from across 
the holiness movement. Items for inclusion 
in the “Revivalist Family” should be 
addressed to the Editorial Office, 1810 
Young Street, Cincinnati, Ohio 45210. 

 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  

CORRESPONDENCE 
 

“Three corrections to the credit line 
to my article [“Pride and Humility,” 
Winter 2000]. I have not used “Jr.” since 
my father died in 1965 (I don’t know 
how that got there). I graduated with a 
ThB in 1965, not 1963 (I graduated 
from GBS High School in 1962); we 
moved from Traverse City, Michigan, 
back to Indiana this past June—
Sellersburg, nine miles from Louisville. 
Hopefully this will be the last move 
before the final ‘Move.’ I will be forever 
indebted to the godly influences of GBS 
that impacted my formative Christian 
years.”—Ralph Tilley, P. O. Box 157, 
Sellersburg, Indiana 47172 (e-mail: 
rtilley@aye.net). 

Editor’s Note: We’re not sure either 
how these errors got into our columns, but 
we apologize for them. Brother Tilley is edi-
tor of Life in the Spirit, a superb “deeper-
life” publication issued bimonthly. 

“Mrs. E. H. Shaver, 416 Fairway 
Street Pearisburg, Virginia 24134 has 
been diagnosed as terminally ill and is 
at home under hospice care. We request 
prayers for her healing and for her hus-
band, the Rev. E. H. Shaver, former pas-
tor of Victory Holiness Church. Their 
phone is (540) 921-1404.”  
—Brenda S. Williams (daughter), e-
mail bswms@swva.net. 
 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  

SPECIAL INTEREST 
 

In June 2000 the Bryantsburg 
Holiness Camp, located just north of 
Madison, Indiana, will commemorate 
its 100th year. The original camp meet-
ings in the early 1900’s were held on a 
farm in Rexville, Indiana. Old photos 
and material about the camp’s history 
are needed. This includes information 
about persons who may have been 
involved with the camp, including evan-

gelists, workers, or past presidents. 
Contact the Rev. Wayne Mahoney, pres-
ident, 9830 HWY 421 N., Milton, 
Kentucky 40045, or send e-mail mes-
sages to rogjen@iglou.com.  

President Michael Avery met with 
area GBS alumni during revival ser-
vices which he conducted February 1-
6, 2000, at the Church of God 

(Holiness), Fort Scott, Kansas. In the 
photograph above, he is pictured with 
the following (left to right): back row— 
Mark Stetler, pastor of the church, 
Mark Burley, Wade Lane, and David 
Bittinger; front row, Ellie and Kathryn 
Stetler, Jana Burley, Carolyn Lane, and 
Christina Harris. 

 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  
BIRTHS 

 
To Thomas and Kendra (Vanden -

Oever) Miller, Adrian, Michigan, a 
daughter,  Katherine Lynn Miller, born 
January 9, 2000. 
 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  

DEATHS 
 
The Rev. Wayne Weldon, 76, of 

Emlenton, Pennsylvania, died January 
19, 2000, following a short illness. The 
son of Norman Edward and Lulu Alice 
Shope Weldon, he attended God’s Bible 
School and College, graduating in 1945. 
He also attended the University of 
Cincinnati. He was married to the for-
mer Pauline W. Meck, who survives. 

He served as pastor of of the follow-
ing congregations of the Church of 
God: Edmon, Pa., 1954–1962; Callens-
burg, Pa., 1962–1974; Lakeview 
(Stoneboro, Pa.), 1974–1980; and 
Atkins, Virginia., 1980–1987. He retired 
while in Atkins and later moved to the 
Whitehill Campgrounds at Emlenton.  



During his years of ministry he also 
worked for West Publishing Co., 
Apollo, Pa., and later for the Valley 
Daily News in Tarentum. 

He is survived by his wife, the 
former Pauline W. Meck; three 
sons, Gareth, Terry, and Stephen; 
two daughters, Sharon and Janice; 
ten grandchildren; four great-
grandchildren; a sister and three 
brothers. Funeral services were 
held at Park Hill Church of God, 
the Rev. Lonny Wolford, officiating 
with burial in Sunset Hill Memori-
al Gardens 
 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 

 
We will accept only items appropri-

ate to our purpose and mission. Cost 
is fifty cents per word for each inclu-
sion. We reserve all rights to accept or 
reject materials submitted to us. 

 
TEACHING POSITIONS AVAIL-
ABLE. Liberty Bible Academy, an 
independent holiness, interdenomina-
tional, traditional-style, Christian ele-
mentary school in the Greater Cincin-
nati area has positions opening for 
the 2000-2001 school year. Positions 
include fifth-grade teacher and music 
teacher. The successful candidate for 
either position will have a minimum 
of a bachelor’s degree from an accred-
ited college or university and will be 
in general agreement with the doc-
trine and standards of Liberty Bible 
Academy. The successful candidate for 
the music position will have strong 
keyboard and vocal conducting skills. 
Interested persons may contact R. 
Dean Truesale, Administrator, 4900 
Old Irwin-Simpson Road, Mason, OH 
45040. Phone (513) 754-1234. 
 
HELP GBS BUILD ITS ARCHIVES! 
We need copies of Electric Shocks 
from Pentecostal Batteries (a series of 
reports on the annual GBS camp 
meetings) and volumes from the Pen-
tecostal Holiness Library and the Full 
Salvation Quarterly (two series of 
booklets published early in this cen-
tury by the Revivalist). Contact Edito-
rial Office, 1810 Young St., Cincin-
nati, OH 45210. 

 

HITHER AND 

THITHER  

AMONG US   
News Among Christians  

of Wesleyan Heritage 

 

 
“Go into all the world, way 

over yonder—and across the track. 
Go and make the difference 
between life and death.” These 
words were part of the keynote 
address of Bishop John Bryant of 
the African Methodist Episcopal 
Church at the World Methodist 
Council ’s Mil lennium Event, 
November 18 in Dallas. Represen-
tatives of five major branches of 
the Wesleyan tradition in North 
America gathered for the two-day 
conference which included prayer, 
worship, preaching, and workshops 
on evangelism. “The Church must 
evangelize people of all races and 
economic groups,” said Bishop 

Bryant. “Nobody is excluded. 
Methodists must make disciples of 
the millionaire and the pauper.” 

Sunday, February 13, 2000 was 
observed as a special  “Orange 
Scott Day of Racial Reconcilia-
tion” throughout The Wesleyan 
Church by order of the Board of 
General Superintendents.  The 
commemoration was to honor the 
200th birthday of Orange Scott, 
the leading founder of the Wes-
leyan Methodist Church, which is 
now a part of the united denomi-
nation, and to promote social jus-
tice and reconciliation. 

Asbury Theological Seminary 
has named its new distance-learn-
ing center on its Orlando, Florida, 
satellite campus in honor of Dr. 
Harold E. and Caroline Schmul of 
Boca Raton, Florida, who helped 
fund the facility. Dr. Schmul is a 
1970 Asbury graduate and an elder 
in The United Methodist Church. 
Mrs. Schmul is an alumnus of God’s 
Bible School (‘61 HS; ‘67 BA). “The 
distance-learning center will be a 
key component in the delivery of 
courses to students on Asbury’s 
Florida campus,” according to Mr. 
Robert T. Bridges, president of the 
Asbury Foundation.
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1999 SCHOOL OF THE PROPHETS TAPE LIST  
Qty.   Number Title                                              Speaker 

___    SE9909  “Keynote Address”                       Marlin Hotle 

___    SE9910  “Radical Righteousness”             Wallace Thornton 

___    SE9911  “Transitions in Culture”             Rodney Watkins 

___    SE9912  “Transitions in the Holiness Mind-set” 

                                         Robert England and Walter Headstrom 

___    SE9913  “Purpose and Pitfalls of the Church”  Daniel Stetler 

___    SE9914  “Radical Righteousness” Panel Discussion Part I 

___    SE9915  “Radical Righteousness” Panel Discussion Part II 

___    SE9916  “Transitions”                                Leonard Sankey 

___    SE9917  “Transitions in Preaching”         John Parker 

___    SE9918  “Transitions to the Millennium”  Ben Durr 
 
TO ORDER: Indicate desired quantity of each tape. Tapes are $4.49 each. 
Shipping and handling $1.20 for first tape, $.80 each additional tape or 
$45.00 for the whole set (regularly $53.20). Ohio residents add 6% sales 
tax. Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. Please be sure to include your address 
label or write in the address to which you want the order sent. 

Total amount enclosed____________ 

SEND TO: God’s Bible School, Cashier’s Office, 
 1810 Young Street,  Cincinnati, Ohio 45210
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Where did it start? Like so 
many others, it began around 
the “fish pond” at GBS. This 

is the “inside” version from Steve and 
Beth Stetler.  
Beth’s Turn:  

My father and mother, Leonard 
and Janet (Ferguson) Sankey met at 
GBS in the 1950’s. 

When I began to think of which 
college to attend, my thoughts natu-
rally turned toward my parents’ 
alma mater.  

 My years at GBS were some 
of the best in my life. I enjoyed 
the challenge of Prof. Robert 
England’s classes and wrote 
furiously to escape his, “Do 
you think this is not impor-
tant enough to take notes?” 
speech. He also gave me a 
“mid-term alert” speech one 
time. Once was enough. Prof. 
Merton Rundell’s prayers and 
missionary service deeply 
impacted my life. Prof. Kenneth 
Stetler’s practical, quiet teaching was 
an inspiration. I rarely sing, “I stand 
amazed in the presence of Jesus the 
Nazarene…” without thinking of Prof. 
Fred Wingham, who almost always 
began class with that song. Profs. 
Marcia Davis and Viola (Miller) Durr 
are true friends. Traveling in Choir 
with Prof. Garen Wolf was one of the 
highlights of my GBS days. Prof. Ken 
Farmer made me laugh…until he told 
me my test grades. He made me 
thankful for “the Bell Curve.”  

I had been on campus three 
months when I began dating Steve 
Stetler. Steve and I were obviously 
meant for each other and married 
after my sophomore year.  

 After I graduated from GBS I 
was offered a full scholarship to the 
University of Cincinnati. I was able 
to complete my Master’s Degree in 
Education with a Major in Special 
Education in eleven months.  

Steve and I both began teaching 
at the Bible Methodist Christian 
School in Pell City, Alabama. We 
were there for three years and 
also Steve was assistant  

 

 
pastor in Birmingham under Olga 
Marie Norman.   

Steve’s Turn:  
For me, when I think of GBS I 

just think of “home.”  
   I was born on July 19,1960 at 

Christ Hospital to Jewel (Lamb) and 
Kenneth Stetler. By that time my 
father was already teaching at the 
school. I was the fifth of six children 
and I spent 23 of the first 26 years of 
my life on the campus of GBS. 

For that reason the majority of 
the memories I have of growing up 
revolve around the campus. During 
my senior year I was standing out 

by the “f ish pond” and I  saw a 
beautiful young lady walking up 
the ramp and then and there I 
decided that I needed to go investi-
gate. After all, as an upper-class-
man, I knew it was my responsibili-
ty to make sure any newcomers felt 
welcome. Upon investigation, I dis-
covered that I liked her a lot. In 
July of that summer (1983), Beth 

and I got married. 
 The influence of godly 

men and women at GBS dur-
ing the formative years of 
my life has helped to shape 
my li fe into what it  is 
today. There I heard the 
truth preached until I was 
moved with conviction; 
there I sought and found 
God in a wonderful experi-
ence of saving and sanctify-
ing grace; there I tried to 
emulate the godly examples 
of men like L.D. Wilcox, 
J.W. Adcock, R.W. Dunn, 

etc., and there I settled the 
call of God on my life. Most of what 
I am or will become I owe to the 
influence of GBS. It was there that 
I learned the joy of living and work-
ing for God. Working in full time 
Christian service and blessed with 
two wonderful children who want 
to serve the Lord makes me realize 
that God has been good to our fam-
ily, and much of the credit goes to 
the solid Biblical training of God’s 
Bible School.   

charting the course, setting the pace, raising the standard…

GBS PLAYS CENTRAL ROLE IN SHAPING YOUNG COUPLE’S LIFE 
By Marc Sankey, National Alumni Association Reporter

Marc Sankey (’94  BRE) 
pastors the Bible Methodist 
Church of Franklin, Ohio
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MEMORIES OF  
GBS SOUL WINNING  

God’s Bible School, or 
“GBS” as we lovingly called 
it, has always been a place 
that emphasized holiness 
of heart and life, and soul 
winning as the passion of 

the Christian. It was also a 
place covered with prayer, 
and calling people to 
prayer. Holiness, soul win-
ning, and prayer—these 
were the three hallmarks 
of GBS. Love for God and 
love for souls—these were 
the characteristics I 
expected and found at GBS 
and in people from OMS.  

I owe so much to what 
God did in me and for me 
at GBS. The story begins 
with my father, who was a 
minister of the Gospel 
from 1911 till he went to 
heaven in 1969. Before he 
went to college he was led 
into the experience of holi-
ness through reading 
God’s Revivalist and a Ger-
man book in his father’s 
library. So from childhood 
on, God’s Revivalist was in 
our home.  

My first personal con-
tact with GBS came when 
a missionary on furlough 
from Japan held a mission-
ary service in the church 
my father pastored. He 
brought with him a Japan-
ese young man who was 
studying at GBS. Shortly 
afterward we could not 
find the Japanese brother, 
but upon searching found 
him several blocks away 
trying to win souls to 
Christ on the Nebraska 
street. I determined I 
wanted to go to a Bible 

school where they trained 
students with a passion for 
souls like that.  

 
TRUCK EVANGELISM 

It was at GBS that I 
learned many practical 
aspects of soul winning. 

When I went to GBS in 
1935 I asked friends to 
pray for me so that I 
would not “cool off spiri-
tually” when I went to 
Bible college.  

My parents brought 
me to school in September 
1935 on a Saturday after-
noon. After supper, I heard 
a truck go by filled with 
singing students. I felt so 
disappointed. If I had only 
known in time! I made up 
my mind that the next 
time a group of students 
went out in gospel work, I 
would be with them.  

Sunday night a truck 
full of students went again, 
and I was one of them. 
From then on, as long as 
Mrs. Julia Shelhamer was 
at GBS, each Saturday and 
Sunday evening (except in 
the worst inclement weath-
er) she led a truckload of 
us to the slums of Cincin-
nati. The truck would drive 
slowly so the people on the 
streets could get as much 
of the song as possible.  

Guy Bridges and I sat 
on the roof of the truck 
cab. He played the trum-
pet, and I played the 
melody on a tenor banjo. 
Gerald Fitzgerald stood 
behind me and played the 
guitar, and Floyd Farnsley 
played his accordion. We 
would play and all sing 
songs like “Since Jesus 

Came Into My Heart,” 
“There is Power in the 
Blood,” or “Tell Mother I’ll 
Be There.” We would go 
past the cinemas where the 
streets would be full of peo-
ple in downtown Cincin-
nati, on through the slums  

and dark 
streets, for 
an hour or 
so. Often 
we would 

cross the Ohio River bridge 
to Covington, Kentucky.  

There were several 
places we stopped to hold 
street meetings almost 
every week. One was at a 
night club on Race Street. It 
was rumored to be the 
worst corner in the city. The 
other was a dark corner in 
the slums across the street 
from a cheap tavern. Almost 
always there were one or 
two police cars parked while 
we stayed there—two police 
in each car. Sometimes they 
would get out and walk 
around—always two 
together. The two students 
most prominent in exhort-
ing the people were Eli 
Lipps and Cliff Crawford. At 
these two corners the police 
would not permit the lady 
students to get off the 
truck. It was too dangerous. 
A few men students would 
get off, pass out gospel 
tracts, and do personal work 
near the truck.  

I can still hear Eli 
Lipps (he had a scarred 
face and poor eyesight). “I 
know the life you are liv-
ing. It doesn’t pay, fellows, 
it doesn’t pay. I used to be 
down in the Kentucky 
feuds carrying a gun to kill 
or be killed. When (he 
named a known gangster) 
was killed, my girlfriend 
washed the blood off his 
body. It doesn’t (p18)➡ 

Sacred Memories of God’s Bible School
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Throughout  th is  

year,  we are 

de l ighted to  pre-

sent  a  ser ies  

o f  “Centenary 

Ref lect ions”  by 

d is t inguished 

guest  co lumnis ts  

who share wi th  us 

the i r  eva luat ion of  

GBS and i ts  

ach ievements.  

Th is  is  the f i rs t  o f  

a  two-par t  ser ies 

by Dr.  Wesley L.  

Duewel ,  one of  

GBS’s most  d is-

t inguished sons.

C E N T E N A R Y  R E F L E C T I O N S

By Wesley  L .  Duewel ,  Pres ident  Emer i tus ,  OMS   In ternat iona l

Dr. Wesley L. Duewel, a 
1939 graduate, is a distin-
guished missionary, confer-
ence speaker, and author. 
He has written a number of 
books on prayer and revival, 
and his study on Christian 

holiness, More God, More Power: Filled and 
Transformed by the Holy Spirit, has just 
been issued by Zondervan Publishing House. 
He is currently writing a book of holiness 
biographies. Dr. Duewel resides in Green-
wood, Indiana, with his wife Betty, also a 
1939 GBS graduate. This article is used by 
permission of the author and may not be 
reproduced without written permission.
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EASTER HYMN 
 

The day of resurrection! Earth, tell it out abroad— 
    The Passover of gladness, the Passover of God; 
From death to life eternal, from this world to the sky, 
     Our Christ has brought us over with hymns of victory. 
 
Our hearts be pure from evil, that we may see aright 
     The Lord in rays eternal of resurrection light; 
And listening to His accents, may hear, so calm and plain, 
      His own, “All hail!” and, hearing, may raise the victor strain. 
 
Now let the heavens be joyful, let earth her song begin; 
     Let the round world keep triumph, and all that is therein; 
Let all things seen and unseen, their notes of gladness blend, 
     For Christ the Lord has risen, our joy that has no end. 

—John of Damascus, 8th century 
Translated by John M. Neale, 1862

 Centenary       elebrationC
Announcing GBS’s magnificent…

Let’s bring all the family home for the Centenary!

September 27-30, 2000 
 
This is your once-in-a-lifetime opportunity! Help God’s Bible School and 
College celebrate 100 years of Christian service on the Hilltop! Historic com-
memorations, great presentations, exciting celebrations! 
 
Events will include: 
• Presentation of the Official GBS History 
• Words by Distinguished Guests and address by President Michael Avery 
• Presentation of the two new books on GBS’s history 
• Opening of GBS’s Archives 
• Unveiling of Centenary Monument on front lawn 
• Homecoming 2000 featuring GBS choirs, Symphonic Wind & String 
Ensemble, and Alumnus of the Year presentation. 
Complete schedule to be released soon!

Starting with Founder’s Day—exactly 100 years 
after GBS opened for its first day of classes!

CENTENNIAL COMMEMORATIVE ITEMS AVAILABLE 
 
❑    Special issue Centennial Clock 

This is a classic octagon timepiece. It is mahogany, with a 
drawing of the Administration Building in its center. Two 
mottos “The sun never sets on the students of God’s Bible 
School” and “God’s clock keeps perfect time” are printed on 
the face. 

$80.00 (including $5. S&H) 
 
❑    Centennial Mugs 

These are cobalt blue with microwavable gold lettering.   

Set of 2–$19.50 (including $6. S&H) 
 
❑    100th Anniversary Afghan 

This includes a depiction of the Administration Building in cen-
ter with time-tested GBS mottos around the edge. 

$64.00 (including $4. S&H) 
 
❑    2 GBS History Books 

These include both (a) an in-depth interpretive study and (b) a 
lavishly illustrated pictorial history with accompanying text.  
Watch for details! 

 
• All prices include shipping  
  and handling. 
 
• Ohio residents add 6% sales tax. 
 
• Make checks payable to “God’s  
  Bible School” 
 
• Send order form with payment to: 
  God’s Bible School Cashier’s Office 
  1810 Young Street, Cincinnati,  
  Ohio 45210

NAME

ADDRESS

CITY, STATE, ZIP

PHONE 



ooks of discipline and articles of religion are com-
monly considered to be among the dullest and driest 
of all earthly things. 

A country lane in mid-August after a two-month drought 
is a mossy creek by comparison with such books, so runs the 
popular legend. They hold the desiccated remains of ideas 
long dead and, should the reverent man chance to find him-
self among the flaky headstones of some such ancient vol-
ume, he would be wise to bow his head respectfully and tip-
toe slowly but determinedly out of the place in search of 
light, moisture and fresh air. 

When a boy tramps on a puff ball everybody knows it is 
the ball and not the boy that gives off the cloud of dust, but 
when modern Christians find a book of discipline dusty, it is 
not so clear just where the dust is coming from. For our 
soul’s sake we had better be careful before we decide. Perhaps 
we are dead, and not the book after all. 

Anyway, those early Methodists were expected to buy and 
study the book of discipline prepared by their leaders. “We 
deem it our duty and privilege most earnestly to recommend 
to you, as members of our church, our Form of Discipline,” 
wrote those leaders. “We wish to see this little publication in 
the house of every Methodist; and the more so, as it contains 
the articles of religion maintained more or less, in part or in 
whole, by every reformed church in the world. Far from 
wishing you to be ignorant of any of our doctrines, or any 
part of our discipline, we desire you to read, mark, learn, and 
inwardly digest the whole.” 

The book referred to was a pocket-sized volume of about 
200 pages crammed full of doctrine, which was apparently 
little more than a restatement of the faith of most Christians, 
and of rules for the maintenance and direction of the 
Methodist Societies, which bears the unmistakable print of 
the mind and heart of John Wesley. 

The celebrated Dr. Samuel Johnson said he considered 
John Wesley to be the purest example of elevated moral hap-
piness that he had ever known. His happiness sprang out of 
his communion with Christ and from the utter freedom that 
communion brought. He preached continually of mercy and 
grace and deliverance from moral bondage, while Charles 
sang of it with a rapture bordering on ecstasy. Yet these two 
men taught and practiced a rigorous self-discipline which, 

had they been ignorant of evangelical grace, would have led 
straight to the severest asceticism. 

How a burden feels depends not upon its weight but 
upon whether it is carried by a free man or a slave. No load is 
irksome that is voluntarily assumed. It is compulsion that 
destroys. Had the Wesleys taught discipline as a price to be 
paid for forgiveness and justification, they would have missed 
both justification and forgiveness, and they could not have 
been happy men. Because they took deliverance as a gift, 
they could carry their self-imposed load and be happy men, 
happy in their freedom. Wordsworth knew this secret when 
he wrote of Milton:  

Thy soul was like a Star, and dwelt apart; 
Thou hadst a voice whose sound was like the sea: 

Pure as the naked heavens, majestic, free, 
So didst thou travel on life’s common way, 

In cheerful godliness; and yet thy heart  
The lowliest duties on herself did lay. 

Protestant Christians today recoil from discipline as from 
hair shirts and spike beds. They do this not because they are 
free but because they are in bondage. They know enough 
about grace as a theory to understand that God does not 
require us to save our souls by punishing our bodies. But 
because they have not received free grace as an emancipating 
agent within their own hearts, they are not free, and because 
they are not free they flee from the very thought of discipline. 

The Methodists were a free people, and being free they 
could see the value of rules and “methods” in the individual 
life and in the spiritual community. And since the majority 
of these rules were actually taken from the New Testament 
and were understood to be the very commandments of 
Christ for His redeemed people, the Methodists bowed their 
necks to the easy yoke and brought their lives under the 
direction of those over them in the Lord. 

All this, of course, 
conformed to their phi-
losophy of the church. 
They laid much stress 
on the local  
assembly,  or 
“society.” 
(p18)➡ 

A CONGREGATION OF FAITHFUL MEN—PART 3 OF A SERIES  
Early Methodism’s story is our story, and it is a story of God’s power unleashed with 
amazing success. In the eloquent series about our spiritual ancestors, A.W. Tozer explains 
the discipline, piety, and focus to which they were committed. Tozer, a towering evangel-
ical prophet, was not specifically from the Wesleyan/holiness tradition, but his apprecia-
tion for it was profound. As part of the Revivalist’s millennial reflections, we share his stir-
ring words with our readers. Written more than half a century ago, they lay a firm foun-
dation for spiritual renewal as we reclaim the heritage of “those amazing Methodists.”
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➡(p15) pay. You need to repent. You 
need to get saved. Jesus is willing to 
save you.”  

I remember one night—a damp 
night—we were stopped across the 
street from a tavern. A man so drunk 
he could not walk straight came out of 
the tavern and crossed the street to us. 
He stood there staggering. Mrs. Shel-
hamer said, “You see that man. He’s 
my brother. The only difference 
between him and me is he needs to be 
saved. Jesus can save and deliver him.” 

Several of the men students gath-
ered around him. Soon they had him on 
his knees. In less than half an hour he 
was perfectly sober, saved, and several of 
us took him back to the tavern he had 
staggered out of. I played on my banjo, 
“What a wonderful change in my life has 
been wrought since Jesus came into my 
heart.” Several of the boys sang. Then 
the man testified, “You all know me. You 
know I left here drunk. But Jesus has 
saved me and made me sober.”  

I remember a night at the Race 
Street location. Eli Lipps was on the 

sidewalk. He motioned to stop the 
singing. A man had talked to him on 
the street. “A man just told me he was 
from the same county in Kentucky 
where I was. He knows the life I lived. 
He promised me he is going home and 
giving his life to Jesus.” We sang some 
more and after ten to fifteen minutes 
he stopped us again. Another man had 
come out of the night club and talked 
to him. He was standing outside the 
door waiting for another man to come 
out and was going to shoot him with 
the gun in his pocket. God got hold of 
his heart and he promised he would go 
home, get on his knees, and come back 
to God. He was a backslider.  

 
EVANGELIZING ALONE  

One cold January Sunday after the 
afternoon service I stuffed my coat 
pockets and filled my hands with hun-
dreds of gospel tracts. It was a cold, 
cold night and I wore my heavy over-
coat. The truck was not going out 
because of the cold, but the joy and 
burden for witnessing and soul win- 

ning was too heavy on my heart to stay 
in my warm dormitory room.  

I walked alone down to the cinema 
area and then to the night clubs and 
pubs. I would go in the pubs and hand 
the tracts to the people at the tables. I 
knew it was a dangerous area to be 
alone in the dark.  

I came to another night club. 
Should I go in? I thought it was strange 
that there was no name on the outside 
or on the windows. So I prayed and went 
inside. I went to all the people drinking 
at the tables. The brass instruments and 
the dancing stopped for a few minutes. I 
walked across the dance floor to the peo-
ple on each side. I came to one older 
white-haired lady who was very drunk. 
She said to me, “Sorry, I’m too drunk to 
read it now. But I know what you are 
passing out is right. When I get home 
and am sober again I will read what you 
gave me.” I immediately felt God had 
sent me there for her soul’s sake.  

I went outside and, wanting to be 
sure I could identify the place, I looked 
on both sides of the corner and could 
not find any name or even the street 
signs. The next week the weather was 
better and the truck went out again. We 
stopped at the place I had been the Sun-
day night the week before. To my 
amazement there was the name of the 
night club, and the street signs. I believe 
the Lord blinded my eyes to them so I 
would not be afraid to go inside and 
reach that old lady. Praise the Lord!  
(To be continued next month.)

➡ (p17) They sought by every 
means to make each society a spiri-
tual microcosm, containing in itself 
the very qualities that are found in 
full perfection in the Holy Church 
throughout all the world and in 
heaven above. 

Article XIII in the old book of 
discipline condenses a world of 
truth into these few words: “The vis-
ible church of Christ is a congrega-
tion of faithful men, in which the 
pure Word of God is preached, the 
sacraments duly administered, 
according to Christ’s ordinance, in 
all those things that of necessity are 
requisite to the same.” 

“A congregation of faithful 
men,” as was made abundantly plain 
at all times and in all places in those 
early days, was composed of persons 
who had fled from the wrath to 
come and had taken refuge in the 
atonement in Jesus’ blood. Such 
men and women were expected to 
live in accord with their profession; 
they were indeed required to do so if 
they wanted to remain in fellowship 
with the Christian group. And there 

was nothing vague about it all. The  
Scriptures were plain and if there 
were any doubts about anything, a 
preacher or class leader would be 
glad to expound the text and make 
the application. 

The candor and downrightness 
of John Wesley’s methods is illus-
trated by these entries in his journal: 

“On Wednesday, November 
25th, the stewards met at St. Ives, 
from the western part of Cornwall. 
The next day I began examining the 
Society; but I was soon obliged to 
stop short. I found an accursed 
thing about them: well nigh one and 
all bought or sold uncustomed 
goods. I therefore delayed speaking 
to any more, till I had met them all 
together. This I did in the evening,  
and told them plain, either they 
must put this abomination away or 
they would see my face no more.” 

“Friday 27. They severally 
promised to do so; so I trust this 
plague is stayed.” 

  
Copyright © 1995 Christian Publications, 
Camp Hill, Pennsylvania. Used by permission.
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In The Race With Jesus!  
GBS camp meeting begins May 26 
and continues through June 4. 
Revving engines and checkered 
flags all signal that the children’s 
services held each morning at 10:30 
are just around the corner. Parents, 
if you want your children to get out 
of the grandstand and prepare for 
the all-important race of life, we’ll 
help them fill their tanks with God’s 
Word and tune up their engines 
with songs, character stories and 
fun reviews. Watch for the check-
ered flags when you step on cam-
pus! Let’s run the race with Jesus!  
Charlotte Frederick, Director 
Camp Meeting Children’s Ministries
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In the old black-and-white photo, a little smile lingers 
upon her lips as Elizabeth West stands staunchly behind 
“Sister Lovett,” Nettie Peabody, and Oswald Chambers—the 
other members of the faculty of 1907. Peabody is still a leg-
endary figure at the school she served for sixty years, and 
Chambers is a devotional writer read around the world. 
Unfortunately, Elizabeth West has largely been forgotten. 
But she was one of the most significant 
figures in our early years—a godly exam-
ple, an exemplary teacher, and an untir-
ing worker. She gave the last thirteen 
years of her life to GBS. 

Converted at the age of nine in the 
Methodist Church in Camden, New Jer-
sey, she later drifted away from the Lord. 
“Some time later, seeing her lost and 
ruined state without God, she came back 
to Him and was fully restored to the joys 
of salvation,” according to an old 
Revivalist report. While young she 
entered the teaching profession and was 
so successful in it that she finally became 
superintendent of the public schools in 
Camden. But she also was an earnest 
Christian; and in a revival meeting she 
sought and found the deeper experience 
of entire sanctification.  

Not long afterwards she also heard the Spirit’s call “to 
enter His work” and she found happiness in saying “yes.” 
“He seemed to baptize her soul with joy and praise to over-
flowing, and she went up the street shouting and praising 
God that He had chosen her and called her out into His 
vineyard.” She came to God’s Bible School in 1904, “expect-
ing to go into the Rescue Work” in Hope Cottage, the 
school’s home for unwed mothers and their children. 

She was soon asked, however, to take the place of one 
of the teachers, who was too sick to continue in the class-
room; and thus began her influential role on the Hilltop.  
In addition to teaching, she did work in the “Rescue 
Home” during her summer vacations and actually spent 
part of one year helping establish a similar home in Colum-
bus, Ohio. Then she returned to Cincinnati to resume her 
place on the GBS faculty. During these years, “hundreds of 

students [came] in touch with her in the School, in the 
class room, and in the Sunday-school; many of whom are 
now laboring on the mission fields, at home and abroad,” 
said the Revivalist. She also wrote a children’s book entitled 
Grandfather’s Tales from Pilgrim’s Progress. 

Intense suffering marked the final months of her life, 
and she peacefully slipped away to be with Jesus early Sun-

day morning, September 2, 1917. 
“Toward the last, she did not look upon 
her suffering from a physical standpoint, 
but took it more as a discipline from God 
as a lesson of humbling and mellowing 
that she thought God wanted her to get; 
and truly the grace of God made her life 
beautiful because of this sweetening, mel-
lowing process.” Friends would sit by her 
bedside and read to her from the Bible or 
from other Christian literature. She 
found special comfort in the old hymn, 
“On Jordan’s Stormy Banks I Stand.” 

Her funeral was held in the large 
double-parlors of the Administration 
Building. In his tribute, John Franklin 
Knapp noted that “the keynote of her life 
was work…She touched a plane of light 
which shall live on in the lives of thou-
sands of others.” E.G. Marsh remem-

bered that in “the teacher’s prayer meetings, her life and 
confidence in God have been of untold blessing and uplift. 
Her burden was that the School should be spiritual, that it 
should come up to God’s standard.” Nettie Peabody spoke 
tenderly of the close friendship which they had enjoyed. 
“Her cheerfulness and her faith and love toward God 
inspired mine…How much I shall miss her counsel and 
companionship, I cannot tell.” 

She was taken home to Camden, New Jersey, where 
she was buried in Evergreen Cemetery. Over eighty years 
have passed since she taught her final lesson at GBS, and 
now her students have joined her in the “better land.” God 
only knows the extent of the influence of her holy life. But 
this is sure, as her obituary noted,  “When the sheaves are 
all laid at the Master’s feet, she will have a part in the 
reaper’s song.”     —LDS

ELIZABETH WEST:  SINGING THE REAPER’S SONG  
 
During GBS’s centenary celebration, we honor those who have given distinguished service on the Hilltop.  Great names will be remem-
bered at the public commemoration. This column is devoted to those who will not be mentioned then—lesser-known men and women 
who also have faithfully ministered here.  God’s honor list will probably not be the same as ours, for He knows what we do not know.  
In the end, He will see that all receive the rewards which they deserve.



BUD ROBINSON; STUTTERING  
COWBOY PREACHER  

“Holiness people quote John Wesley and 
Uncle Buddy.” We don’t know who first made 
this quip, but it’s true that the scholar-saint 
from Oxford and the stuttering evangelist 
from Texas have both received gigantic atten-
tion in our pulpits. Wesley, removed from us 
by over 200 years, is shrouded in the mists of 
lore and legend. But Reuben A. Robinson—
known affectionately as ”Uncle Buddy”—is still 
remembered by persons reading these words. His 
ministry had a terrific impact throughout our move-
ment, and we honor him as one of the greatest holiness figures of the 
twentieth century.  

He was born January 27, 1860, in White County, Tennessee, but 
was reared in Texas. At the age of 20 he was converted, and six years 
later he was entirely sanctified under the influence of Dr. W. B. Godbey, 
the famous evangelist and author.  Not long after he became a 
Christian, young Robinson entered the ministry of the Methodist 
Episcopal Church, South, and served several pastorates.  “Although 
experiencing some success,” as Dr. William Kostlevy notes, “his lack of 
education, stuttering, and occasional epileptic seizures greatly hin-
dered his success.”  

Throughout the late 19th-century the major Methodist bodies were 
plunged into a widening crisis over the experience of entire sanctifica-
tion as a “second definite work of grace.” Robinson sided with the holi-
ness advocates and was expelled from his denomination over the issue. 
His ministry as a traveling evangelist received little attention until the 
great holiness leader H. C. Morrison began to promote him. Robinson 
then entered a period of outstanding success in evangelism. 

“He was a remarkable storyteller who turned his speech impedi-
ment into an asset, and his optimistic autobiographical message that 
God loved even a worthless, thieving Texas cowboy left a deep impres-
sion on all who heard him,” comments Dr. Kostlevy, who also notes 
that Robinson “traveled two million miles, preached an estimated 
33,000 sermons, saw an estimated 100,000 people saved at his meetings 
and spent $85,000 providing educations for young people.”  

Although he was a member of the Church of the Nazarene and 
made magnificent contributions to that denomination, “Uncle Buddy” 
exercised vast influence throughout the entire holiness movement. He 
was associated with GBS, preached on campus, and had at least one of 
his books published by Revivalist Press. He also wrote numerous mag-
azine articles. His most significant books were Pitchers of Cream, 
Honey in the Rock, and Sunshine and Smiles. His death came on 
November 2, 1942, at Pasadena, California.      —LDS 
 
Editor’s Note: We are indebted to Dr. William Kostlevy, archivist at Asbury 
Theological Seminary, eminent historian, and member of the GBS Centenary 
Committee, for his selection of names for this column and for background 
source material for its contents from his forthcoming Historical Dictionary of 
the Holiness Movement. 
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➡(p9) had over a thousand dollars more 
than we needed; and such a shout went up 
in the camp.”   

It was this shout that Shelhamer heard 
up in his tower room, but this is not all 
that he heard.  “Some laughed, some cried, 
some jumped, while others shouted, and 
the Orchestra blew their horns,” reported 
Standley. “Brother Charlie Slater got so 
overjoyed that he threw a great bouquet of 
flowers that was sitting on the piano in the 
air, scattering the flowers over the congre-
gation.” Then everybody headed toward the 
unfinished monument.  

President and Mrs Standley, Messen-
ger, Babcock and his wife, Charles Slater, 
and Edwin and Hazel Kilbourne—the lat-
ter two “all the way from China”—gath-
ered up the fifteen stones for its top. Sev-
eral GBS leaders climbed up on the monu-
ment; and after joyous singing, Joseph 
Smith led in prayer. Then the whole excit-
ed congregation, marshaled by Slater and 
led by the orchestra—still playing 
“Onward Christian Soldiers”—started 
down Young Street and marched jubilant-
ly around the block. When they arrived 
back on campus, they gathered again at 
the monument, and Messenger offered a 
dedicatory prayer. The Giant was dead, and 
they had given him a rousing funeral! 

For decades that pile of boulders 
marked his grave. Later a memorial 
tablet was added to the side, and an elec-
tric lamp globe to the top. This was all 
removed during campus renovation-
decades later. But in a few months, the 
magnificent centenary monument will 
be placed near its site. The new memorial 
will be dedicated with great joy and 
thanksgiving, but hardly with any more 
excitement than that which reigned on 
the Hilltop the last Sunday of camp 
meeting, 1928, when they finished off 
the Giant.     —LDS

God’s Bible High School is seeking teachers 
with a Bachelor’s Degree from a qualified 
college or university to teach beginning 
the fall of 2000–2001 school year. If you 
are a teacher and interested in employ-
ment at GBHS, please call the high school 
office at (513) 721-7944 ext. 245 or write 
to us at: God’s Bible High School, Attn: 
High School Office, 1810 Young Street, 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45210
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A
. Jonah’s obedient P

R
E

A
C

H
IN

G
 - (3:4b) “and he cried, and said, Yet forty 

days, and N
ineveh shall be overthrow

n.” 
In his first com

m
ission, Jonah w

as told, “Arise, go to N
ineveh, that great city, 

and cry against it ; for their w
ickedness is com

e up before m
e” (1:1). In his second 

com
m

ission, Jonah is told, “preach unto it the preaching that I bid thee ” (3:2). G
od 

know
s the subtleties of Satan: if he cannot prevent the preaching of the truth, he w

ill 
try to w

ater dow
n or pervert the m

essage. Therefore, G
od told Jonah to say, “Yet forty 

days, and N
ineveh shall be overthrow

n”(3:4). From
 the original charge to cry against 

the sins and abom
inations prevailing in N

ineveh, com
es the new

 com
m

and to pro-
nounce the im

m
inent destruction of the city. The w

ord “overthrow
” is the sam

e 
w

ord used to describe the destruction of Sodom
 and G

om
orrah (G

en. 19:25, 29). 
W

hy G
od chose precisely a forty-day period, and by w

hat m
eans the Lord pur-

posed to destroy the city, is unknow
n. W

hat is clear is that G
od w

as giving it a clear 
w

arning and sufficient tim
e to repent if it w

ould. Jonah is not told to include an 
offer of forgiveness in his m

essage. H
ow

ever, the im
plication is “Flee the w

rath of 
G

od w
hich is com

ing.” 
H

ave you noticed that Jonah did not have any of the typical things w
e assum

e 
are necessary in order to have revival? There w

as no advertisem
ent announcing his 

com
ing to N

ineveh, no special m
usic of any type, no churches or buildings open to 

him
 for preaching services, no offerings taken, no reassurance of G

od’s m
ercy, and 

no invitation given to the sinners at the close of his m
essage. Jonah sim

ply focused 
on saying w

hat G
od w

ant him
 to say, no m

ore, and no less.  
Jonah, fully yielded to G

od’s w
ill, and seeking to obey H

im
 in all particulars, 

w
as m

ightily used by G
od to bring revival to N

ineveh. W
hat w

as the secret of 
revival? Jonah had hum

bled him
self, and w

as seeking G
od’s face. H

e had repented 
of H

is disobedience and w
as now

 able to be a channel of blessing to others (2 C
hron. 

7:14). It w
as not Jonah’s eloquence, zeal, or w

insom
e m

anner that brought the 
revival. It w

as the Spirit of G
od m

ightily m
oving upon the hearts of m

en and 
w

om
en through a yielded vessel (Zech. 4:6). O

nly the Spirit of G
od, through the 

W
ord of G

od, can bring conviction to people.  
B

. N
ineveh’s city-w

ide R
E

P
E

N
TA

N
C

E
 - (3:5-9) “So the people of N

ineveh 
believed G

od, and proclaim
ed a fast, and put on sackcloth, from

 the greatest of 
them

 even to the least of them
.”  

For there to be a revival, there m
ust not only be the preaching of G

od’s W
ord, 

there m
ust also be an obedient response from

 the people. In N
ineveh, four things 

took place. First, they believed the W
ord of G

od (3:5a). There seem
ed to be no scoff-

ing or jeering from
 the ruthless N

inevites.   
Second, they hum

bled them
selves before G

od. Their belief in G
od’s m

essage 
w

as dem
onstrated by the proclam

ation of a fast and by putting on sackcloth and 
ashes, a sym

bol of hum
ility, grief and m

ourning (3:5b-6). H
. L. E

llison tells us that 
“sackcloth, the coarsest of cloth, often m

ade of goat’s hair, w
as the norm

al dress of 
the poor, prisoners, and slaves; it w

as w
orn by those w

ho m
ourned (E

zek. 7:18). 
Prophets w

ore it (2 K
ings 1:8; Zech. 13:4; M

ark 1:6), partly to associate them
selves 

w
ith the poor, partly perhaps as a sign of m

ourning for the sins of the people. W
hen 

used in m
ourning, it covered no m

ore of the body than w
as dem

anded by decency. 
W

hen used by the N
inevites, it expressed their com

plete inability to contend w
ith 

the divine decree and that they w
ere the slaves of the suprem

e G
od” (E

xpositors 
B

ible C
om

m
entary, Vol. 7, 382). 

Sadly, pride keeps m
any people from

 seeking G
od. Too often, people are m

ore 
concerned about w

hat others think about them
 than w

hat G
od thinks of them

. To 

(3:2). Jonah’s sin had not disqualified him
 from

 fulfilling G
od’s original com

m
and. 

It should be noted, how
ever, that G

od cannot alw
ays give the sam

e call to a restored 
backslider. Som

e sins and circum
stances forever disqualify a person from

 G
od’s ini-

tial calling. R
unning from

 G
od is serious business. 

G
od’s repeated call to Jonah involved a death to self-centeredness. There w

as 
to be no negotiation and no substitute service. Like it or not, he w

as to go to 
N

ineveh and preach to them
 G

od’s prophetic m
essage. W

ould Jonah keep the 
prom

ises he m
ade in the dark now

 that the sun w
as shining?  

 II. T
H

E
 R

E
S

P
O

N
S

E
 O

F
 JO

N
A

H
 3:3-4 

A
. H

is P
rom

pt D
E

PA
R

T
U

R
E

 - (3:3a) “So Jonah arose, and w
ent unto N

ineveh, 
according to the w

ord of the LO
R

D
.” 

Jonah had learned an im
portant lesson. W

hen you know
 the w

ill of G
od, obey 

prom
ptly. Perhaps you, like Jonah, are a restored backslider. H

ave you responded to 
G

od’s “second call” for your life? Are you now
 obeying all that G

od has spoken to 
you about? 

B
. H

is place of D
E

S
T

IN
AT

IO
N

 - (3:3b-4a) “N
ow

 N
ineveh w

as an exceeding great 
city of three days’ journey. And Jonah began to enter into the city a day’s journey.” 

N
ineveh w

as the capital city of Assyria, one of the leading w
orld pow

ers. It w
as 

located on the Tigris R
iver. Socially, it w

as class-oriented. Those of like profession 
tended to congregate in certain sectors of the city. There w

ere districts of scribes, 
of clerks, of priests. W

hole urban areas w
ere dom

inated by craftsm
en plying certain 

skills, such as bakers, w
eavers, joiners, sculptors, and m

etal w
orkers. In other parts 

lived the m
oney lenders, the civil servants, the officials, w

hose elegant and cultured 
hom

es bespoke their personal w
ealth and status. 

M
orally, N

ineveh w
as bankrupt. B

ribery and corruption abounded. B
lackm

ail 
and extortion w

ere the com
m

on practice of the day. G
uilds and fraternities fought for 

a hearing at the seats of pow
er. As cham

pions of their class, they could exact confor-
m

ity in rule and practice from
 the groups they served (like unions and union leaders). 

Professional killers stalked the streets. They called N
ineveh “a city of blood.”  

At the top strata of society w
as the king. W

hom
 he w

ould, he killed; w
hom

 he 
w

ould, he kept alive. H
is pow

er lay not just in m
ilitary pow

er. H
e w

as considered a 
god. To slander the K

ing w
as to slander divinity. [I am

 unable to identify m
y source for the above data.] 

The population of N
ineveh w

as w
ell over the half m

illion m
ark. According to 

Jonah 4:11, w
e learn there w

ere 120,000 persons w
ho could not discern betw

een 
their right hand and their left hand. This is m

ost likely a reference to little children. 
If so, there w

ere at least 600,000 people in the city of N
ineveh. 

The statem
ents that N

ineveh “w
as an exceeding great city of three days’ jour-

ney”(3:3b) and that “Jonah began to enter into the city a day’s journey” (3:4a), 
reflect the im

m
ensity of the Assyrian capital. D

. J. W
isem

an says that “the ‘three 
day’s journey’ probably refers to the w

hole adm
inistrative district of N

ineveh, w
hich 

w
as about 30-60 m

iles across” (Pusey, 320). N
ineveh, m

uch larger than B
abylon, 

w
as a spraw

ling m
etropolis.   

 III. T
H

E
 R

E
VIVA

L O
F

 N
IN

E
VE

H
  3:4b-9 

W
hat happened w

hen Jonah finally yielded to G
od’s call? G

od used him
 to 

bring about a great revival. An entire nation w
as spared im

pending judgm
ent 

and destruction.  
Three elem

ents stand out as key factors in the revival of N
ineveh: 1) Jonah’s obe-

dient preaching, 2) N
ineveh’s city-w

ide repentance, and 3) G
od’s gracious forgiveness. 

2
3



What is Bible College all about, anyway?  
VIP Day 2000 is a great way to find out! Visit 
the campus of God’s Bible School and College 
on April 28 and join hundreds of other young 
people who are seeking God’s will for their 
lives.  We know you’ll have questions. 
Hopefully, you’ll find the answers at VIP Day 
2000. Be there!

For further information please contact Keith Waggoner 1-800-486-4637 ext. 270 or e-mail gbs4u@gbs.edu
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Barrow, Elbert 2156 Dobbs Farm Rd., Kinston, 
NC 28504-8921. (252) 527-3987. 

Bell, Rev. Michael (missionary and youth speak-
er), 10325 East St. Rd. 28, Frankfort, IN 
46041. (317) 249-5490. 

Bell, Rev. & Mrs. Thomas (evangelist and 
song evangelist with travel trailer), P.O. 
Box 162, Shirley, IN 47384-0162. (765) 
737-6055. 
Apr. 18-23 ...Copely, OH, Calvary Bible Holiness 
May 1-7.....Indianapolis., IN, Wesleyan Holiness 
May 9-14 .........Cynthiana, KY, Pilgrim Holiness 
May 16-21 ..Whitleyville, TN, Union Hill Wesleyan 

Boulson, James (evangelist), 308 Jewett Rd., 
Steubenville, OH  43952. (740) 282-8341. 

Bradshaw, Rev. Walter D. and Sharon (evan-
gelist and singers with instruments), 206 
Prairie Dr., Lexington, NC 27292. (336) 
798-3225. 
Apr. 21-30...Welland, Ontario, Pilgrim Holiness 
May 1-14 ...........................................OPEN DATE 
May 16-21........................Grindstone, PA, AWMC 

Chalfant, Rev. Morris 1465 Timber Ridge 
Court, Kankakee, IL 60901. (815)939-4506. 

Cheatham, Rev. Robert E. (evangelist), 119 
Oliver Ave., Franklin, IN 46131. (317) 736-
8063. 

Collingsworth, Phil & Kim, P.O. Box 622, 
Cincinnati,  OH 45201-0622 (513) 651-
3680. 
Apr. 21.......Rochester Hills, MI, The Pilgrim Ch 
Apr. 22 .....................Grawn, MI, Bible Methodist 
Apr. 23 am..............Concord, MI, Hilltop Chapel 
Apr. 25-27..................................Dayton, OH, IHC 
Apr. 29 am ....Richmond, KY, Church of the Naz. 

Darnell, H. E. 424 E. Alabama, Vivian, LA 
71082. (318) 375-2930. 

Dotson, Timothy and Esther (song evangelists), 
145 Emmanuel Church Rd., Gratz, PA 17030. 
(717) 365-3358. 

Dunn Family, The M. J. (youth workers, singers, 
instruments; house trailer), 6482 W. State 
Road 252, Edinburgh, IN 46124. (812) 587-
5365 or 379-4721. 

Earley, Rev. Robert D. (evangelist), 107 
Timbersprings Dr., Indiana, PA 15701. (412) 
349-0829 or 349-0823. 

Edwards, Daniel and Angie 5672 W. 700 N., 
Ridgeville, IN 47380. (765) 857-2725. 
Apr. 18-23 .........Active, AL, Bible Methodist 
Apr. 25-27 .........................Dayton, OH, IHC 
Apr. 27-30 ........Toledo, OH, Hope Wesleyan 

Emert, Rev. and Mrs. William (evangelist and 
spiritual counselor, with camper), 1030 E. 
Main St., Roaring Spring, PA 16673. (814) 
224-2487. 

England, Rev. Robert Sr. (evangelist), 30205 
Carey Rd., Salem, OH 44460.  
Apr. 18-23............Sayre, PA, Pilgrim Holiness 
Apr. 25-27.............................Dayton, OH, IHC 
Apr. 30-May 7 .....................Asheville, NY, AWMC 

Fay, Kenneth and Eleanor (evangelist and 
singers), 2369 Mesa Ave., Emmett, ID 83617. 
(208) 365-5993 or 365-4742. 
Apr. 16-23 ................Dewey, OK, Independent 
Apr. 25-27.............................Dayton, OH, IHC 

Foster, Lowell L. (evangelist), P.O. Box 124, 
Murphy, ID 83650. (208) 495-2730. 

Gallimore, Rev. Allen (evangelist), 110 Harvey 
Ave., Oak Hill, WV 25901. (304) 469-3061. 
Apr. 25-30...................Cuzzard, WV, Wesleyan  

Glick Family, The Jerald (song evangelists with 
instruments), P.O. Box 556, Westfield, IN 
46074. (317) 896-9386. 

Grubbs, Rick LIFECHANGERS “Redeeming the 
Time” Seminar Series, 275 Majestic Dr., 
Salisbury, NC 28146. (704) 279-5018. 

Hallaway, Rev. Dale 44625 Cloverdale Rd., 
Centerville, PA 16404. (814) 827-3222. 
May 18-21 ........................Grafton, WV, AWMC 

Harrington, Rev. Milton (evangelist), 107 
Stone Brook Court, Taylors, SC 29687. 
(864) 848-9180. 

Haynes, Rev. Edward P. (evangelist), 2336 Barnor 
Drive, Indianapolis, IN 46219. (317) 353-8861. 

Humble, Richard G. 457 Tarlton Road, P.O. Box 
356, Circleville, OH 43113. (614) 477-3052. 
Apr. 18-23 .........................Indiana, PA, AWMC 
May 2-7 ........................................Pikeville, KY 

Jones, Rev. Philo (evangelist), 6739 E. Speed 
Road, Milltown, IN 47145. (812)633-4418. 
Apr. 19-23..Corydon, IN, New Hope Wesleyan 

Light, Rev. and Mrs. David (evangelist and 
singers), 9342 Twin Falls Rd., Copper Hill, VA 
24079. (540) 929-5163. 
Apr. 13-23 .....................Clio, MI, Independent 
Apr. 27-May 7..............Grand Gorge, NY, PHC 
May 9-14 ....Tonawanda, NY, Pilgrim Holiness 

Loman, J. Harold P.O. Box 1, Salisbury, NC 
28145. (704) 636-1957. 

Miller, Rev. and Mrs. Bence C. (evangelist), 2104 
Pinewood Dr., Columbus, IN 47203. (812) 
378-9614.  

Parker, Rev. Dan (evangelist), 140 W. Hester Dr., 
Easley, SC 29640. (864) 850-2955. 

Peyton, J. B. “Juddie” and Eunice (evangelist 
and singers), P.O. Box 983, Bedford, IN 
47421. (812) 275-4068. 

Quales, Donald and Valerie (song evangelists) 
1911 E. Co. Rd. 650 N., Petersburg, IN 47567, 
(812) 354-6389. 

Russell, Mark (evangelist), RR 1, P.O. Box 158B, 
Centerville, PA 16404. (814) 827-7594. 

Searls, Rev. Chad and Valerie (evangelist and 
singers, travel trailer), 2730 N. State Rt. 555, 
Malta, OH 43758 (740) 347-4647. 
Apr. 18-23...Linton, IN, Community Bible Church 
Apr. 25 ..................................Dayton, OH, IHC 
Apr. 28...Harrisburg, OH, PHC-Youth To Christ 
May 8-10 ....Ontario, Canada, Blind River Indian Mission 
May 12-21 .......Lansing, MI, Pilgrim Holiness 

Scott, Noel and Betty (evangelist & singers), P.O. 
Box 297 Lowry City, MO 64763-0297. (417) 644-
7521; Cel (317) 727-3029; Fax (417) 644-2363. 
Apr. 18-23 .........Muncie, IN, Wesleyan Chapel 
Apr. 25-27.............................Dayton, OH, IHC 
May 2-7.....Etters, PA, Parkville Bible Church 
May 9-14........Syracuse, NY, Pilgrim Holiness 
May 16-21...Coopersburg, PA, God’s Missionary 

Smart, Marshall and Nadine (evangelist and 
singers), 1278 N. State St. PMB #119, 
Greenfield, IN 46140-1055. (317) 326-4455. 
Apr. 21-30 .......Corydon, IN, Pilgrim Holiness 
May 2-7..New Albany, IN, Bible Community Ch 
May 9-14 ...................Brandenburg, KY, ICHA 

Thomas, Larry and LaDonna (song evangelists), 
230 Roosevelt St., Westfield, IN 46074. (317) 
896-1272. 

Thomas, Lewis Edward 70 Chestnut St., Mt. 
Sterling, OH 43143 (740) 869-4792. 

Thornton, Rev. Robert J. (evangelist), 232 Northview 
Est., Indiana, PA 15701 (724) 357-9545. 

Thornton, The Wallace Family (evangelist and 
song evangelist with travel trailer), 1134 
Norwood Rd, Somerset, KY 42503-3874. 
(606) 423-3874. 
May 19-28 ..Pt. Pleasant, WV, Wes Hol Bible College 

Tillis, Rev. and Mrs. William R. (evangelist) Box 
189 Penns Creek, PA, 17862. (717) 837-5859. 
Apr. 14-23....Penns Creek, PA, God’s Missionary 
Apr. 25-27.............................Dayton, OH, IHC 
Apr. 30............Marietta, OH, Bible Missionary 
May 2-7 .........................Sagamore, PA, AWMC 
May 9-14 ............Butler, PA, God’s Missionary 
May 16-21 .......Fox Hill, NY, Pilgrim Holiness 

Wagner, Fred and Viola (evangelists and singers 
with several instruments–travel trailer),129 
Faith Ave., DeFuniak Springs, FL 32433-
9544. (850) 834-3290.   

Webb, Rev. Orlow and family (evangelist and 
singers), Rt. 3, Box 1206, Mitchell, IN 47446. 
(812) 275-3279 or (812) 275-7820. 

White, Rev. John F. White (evangelist), P.O. Box 
86, Penns Creek, PA 17862. (717) 837-2328. 

Wilkins, Chester (evangelist), 3219 E. 13th St., 
Anderson, IN 46012-4569. (765) 643-5666. 

Wilson, Rev. and Mrs. Ermal L. (evangelist and 
musicians), 6730 S. Meridan St., Marion, IN 
46953. (765) 674-7537. 
Apr. 16-23 .......................Miami, IN, Wesleyan
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➡(p5) sell out or give in. We admire these courageous 
ones; and above the sound of shot and shell, we cry, “Keep 
the faith!” 

But we, too, must keep the faith. By this we mean first 
the great doctrines of historic Christianity, but we also mean 
the unique and defining Wesleyan distinctives which from 
the beginning have made us the holiness movement. The 
United Methodist Church is not the only religious institution 
which has forgotten who it really is. What about us? Are we 
as authentically Wesleyan as our church signs and our doc-
trinal statements claim we are? 

Some may shrug this off and mutter, “Does it really mat-
ter?” But of course, it really matters—indeed, it matters so 
much that our whole future as a distinctive movement rests 
upon it. For as we have emphasized before, our heritage must 
be the foundation for our destiny. Otherwise we will have no 
destiny at all! 

For 200 years, our movement has been shaped in 
Wesleyan conviction, confirmed in Wesleyan spirituality, and 
expressed in Wesleyan witness. Admittedly, we have had our 
lapses and deviations; but our finest and most perceptive lead-
ers have always called us back to our Methodist beginnings. Of 
course, we are Christians before we are Wesleyans; and of 
course, we embrace all of Jesus’ other friends as our brothers 
and our sisters, for whoever belongs to Him also belongs to us. 

But still we are Wesleyans—humbly, gladly and 
unashamedly. For if we are Christians before we are 
Wesleyans, we are also Wesleyans because we are Christians. 
This is not to say that all Christians are Wesleyans, God for-
bid! But rather that we believe that the Wesleyan understand-
ing of Christianity expresses the full richness of our faith bet-
ter than any other theological system.  

This is nothing but the “old theology of the Christian 
Church,” as Dr. John McClintock, first president of Drew 
Theological Seminary, once observed.  But it “takes one ele-
ment which no other Christian church has dared to put for-
ward as a prominent feature of theology. “  For Methodism is 
“the only church in history from the apostles’ time until now 
that has put forward as its very elemental thought the great 
central pervading idea of the whole Book of God from the 
beginning to the end—the holiness of the human soul, 
heart, mind and will.”  

 But not only does this “elemental thought” define our 
theology, but it also directs our mission. For as Dr. 
McClintock adds, “Our work is a moral work—the work of 
making men holy. Our preaching is for that, our church and 
agencies are for that, our schools, colleges, universities, and 
theological seminaries are for that…” Of course, the whole 
Church is for that, too, although at times we seem alone in 
saying it. 

Yet every branch of orthodox Christianity has its doctrine 
of sanctifying grace, as well as its saints who demonstrate its 
worth. For even where that doctrine is most imperfectly 
expressed, the Spirit brings cleansing and renewal to honest, 
yearning hearts wherever they are found. “They lived not 
only in ages past, / There are hundreds of thousands still; / 
The world is bright with the joyous saints / Who love to do 
Jesus’ will.”  Here is the touchstone of their lovely lives—“to 
do Jesus’ will,” for the passion to be like Him is the trans-

forming vision which has transfixed them all. To be holy is to 
be like Jesus, and this is what Christianity is all about. 

This is also what Wesleyanism is all about; and this is 
why we are Wesleyans. It is not because we idolatrously “wor-
ship” John Wesley as a bigger-than-life spiritual Superman. 
We do not follow him as an infallible guru, spouting mystical 
revelations. We do not swallow all his personal opinions on 
such matters as tea-drinking, witches, or horses in heaven. 
Of course, we honor him, as we ought; but it is only because 
God so highly honored him. After all, it was He who made 
John Wesley the leader of the greatest revival of spiritual life 
since the days of the apostles. 

But Wesleyanism is not so much about John Wesley as 
it is about the noble system of counter-balanced truth and 
overarching themes which he so carefully set forth from 
the Scriptures. “He was an explorer of continents of 
truth,” as Dr. George E. Failing has emphasized. “He could 
not be accused, as can many of us, of holding only one cor-
ner of the truth…None of the structural timbers are miss-
ing from his foundation of Biblical theology, and no cardi-
nal truths were neglected in his sermons.” Wesley’s was 
not a lopsided system of over-emphasis and under-empha-
sis, but a sound, unified, and symmetrical analysis of all 
the truth “as it is in Jesus.” 

Whatever has happened among us since as a logical 
extension of this original Wesleyan model has been mostly 
for the better; and whatever has been contrary to it has been 
mostly for the worse. Are we still truly Wesleyan? The 
answer, of course, is both yes and no. Throughout our move-
ment, there remains a strong appreciation for our heritage; 
but sadly we have often been unable to keep its scriptural 
harmony and balance.  

 In other words, our problem is not so much disloyalty 
so much as it is distortion. For as Dr. Charles W. Keysor 
notes, original Methodism was a mighty “rope of many 
strands,” but we “have had the bad habit of taking one or two 
strands and insisting ‘This is Methodism!’” It is not in the 
individual strands alone but in their solid union that we find 
the beauty and the strength of what Wesley called “scrip-
tural Christianity.” (p26)➡  

April 25-27, 2000 
Convention Center • Dayton, Ohio 

 
First Service, 1:30 p.m. Tuesday  

I.H.C. emphasizes revival, scriptural holiness, prayer  
and interchurch fellowship.

For further information: 
I.H.C. office: (812) 275-2119 
E-mail: pjkuhn@juno.com 

Leonard Sankey,  
General Secretary

“Preserving and Promoting Scriptural Holiness in the 21st Century”



➡(continued from p25) 
For example, there is much emphasis in the broader 

holiness movement on Wesley’s focus on divine love, social 
reform, and growth in grace, but very little about his forth-
right denunciation of sin; his demand for vigorous, person-
al disciplines; and his stress on the moment of entire sanc-
tification. In our more conservative circles, on the other 
hand, we still say a great deal about the latter, but not 
enough about the former. In either case, the tragedy is 
enormous.  

 On the left, a degraded Wesleyanism has so compro-
mised itself with the secular culture which surrounds it that 
it has largely forgotten what “holiness of heart and life” real-
ly is. But on the right, a deficient Wesleyanism has so 
retreated from that culture that it is shrivelling into a tiny 
and marginalized community, cursing the darkness but 
powerless to enlighten it. John Wesley would have some-
thing very pointed to say to all of us.  

It is our challenge and our joy to reunite the parted 
strands into the “mighty rope” which he so masterfully unit-
ed.  This begins with our defining holiness distinctive. For it 
must declared, not more narrowly but more broadly, impact-
ing all of life—act and motive, personal and public, church 
and culture. Our bedrock loyalties must be expressed, not as 
a cramped sectarianism outside Christ’s historic and univer-

sal Church, but within the flow of its history and in company 
with its saints. Our focus on holy loves and holy lives must 
be measured not only in the enrichment of the faithful but 
in the reclamation of the world.  

So also our “optimism of grace” must be linked with 
due emphasis on God’s holy Law and His certain judgment 
upon all evil.  Our stress on “two definite works of grace” 
must be set within the context of the historic means of 
grace, spiritual formation, and the disciplines of the way.  
Our rules on external conduct must be grounded in a fer-
vent “heart for God” and the controlling “principle within.” 
Our personal witnessing must be balanced with civic 
responsibility and social reform. Our insistence on personal 
piety must be grounded in the Church’s public worship and 
sacramental life.  

Backward to our Future! Our methods may change, 
as indeed they must.  But our message can never change, 
for it comes not from the mind of John Wesley but from 
the heart of God. Yet we admire Wesley, for so carefully 
and so powerfully expressing its potential is as revolution-
ary for our day as it was for his. “Our future must spring 
from our past…” as Bishop Wilke reminds us. “We must 
be who we are called to be, and we are Wesleyans.”  
Wesleyanism is not only our heritage, our home; but in 
this sense, it also is our hope. 

26 / GOD'S REVIVALIST and BIBLE ADVOCATE

LOOKING AHEAD AT GBS 
  
APRIL 
          20           Maundy Thursday, commemorating  
                         the Last Supper and the institution  
                         of the Holy Communion 
          21           Good Friday, commemorating Christ’s  
                         atoning death for us  
          23           Easter Sunday, the Resurrection of  
                         Our Lord Jesus Christ 
     25-27           Inter-Church Holiness Convention  
                         (IHC), Dayton, Ohio 
          28           VIP DAY at GBS 
 
May 
          14           Mother’s Day 
26-June 4         GBS Camp Meeting 
          28           Baccalaureate Services 
          29           Memorial Day Observed 
 
June 
            1           Commencement  
                         (College and High School) 
          11           Pentecost Sunday, commemorating  
                         the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the  
                         apostles and the founding of the  
                         Christian Church

BRAND NEW CD-ROM! 
Lots of material, easy to use, at a reasonable price! 

10 English Bibles, 4 Foreign Language Bibles,  
13 Commentaries, 4 Dictionaries, 7 Topical References 

All on one CD—Now Only $19.99 
(Modest shipping charges will be added.)

We accept Visa, Master Card, & Discover



Resurrection Power! 
 

Satan and his agents had done everything in their power to secure the victory. The God-
Man was dead. He had been hammered to a Roman cross where He suffered great 
agony. His pierced side gave the evidence of his death. The women were grieving, the 

disciples were hiding, and the enemies were smiling. 
 His body was lying in a dark tomb belonging to Joseph of Arimathea, where a huge 

stone, a Roman seal, and armed soldiers were preventing any unwanted disturbances. The 
forecast for Satan and the adversaries of Christ never looked more promising. 

But wait, because “the One enthroned in heaven laughs; the Lord scoffs at them” 
(Psalm 2:4, NIV). Or as the Living Bible paraphrases, “But God in heaven merely laughs! 
He is amused by all their puny plans. And then in fierce fury he rebukes them and fills 
them with fear.”  

Precisely! For on the morning of the third day, the Almighty flexes His muscle. There is 
a flash of lightning, the earth trembles, an angel descends, and Jesus Christ rises from the 
dead in great power and holiness, while demons tremble, and guards crumble. 

The disciples’ hopes are revived, while the women sing with joy. Thousands are convert-
ed, and even the hate-filled persecutor, Saul of Tarsus, is transformed by the resurrected 
Lord into a Spirit-filled apostle and leader. 

Of course, the counterattack came, but it was rather weak. “His disciples came and stole 
the body.” Yeah, right! They came and overpowered the soldiers, hid the body of Jesus, and 
then went out to die for a lie that they knew to be a lie? Believe that and you will have to 
believe in the miraculous anyway. You might as well go with the truth. 

 This story of the resurrection is no lie. God was keeping his promise “not to leave my 
soul in hell or suffer thine Holy One to see corruption” (Psalm 16:10). Through His resur-
rection power He confounded His enemies, and redeemed His people. 

That is exactly like our God. He steps into death and brings life. He is the Lord God 
and His resurrection power is at work today in the lives of millions. There is no diminish-
ing of its flow or energy. Satan continually busies himself trying to bring death and 
destruction, but God can take that which is dead, and those things that are nearly dead, 
and bring new life. 

That church which Satan has attacked, and which now seems lifeless, can awaken and 
again flow with life and power. Discouraged pastor, pray for an infusion of resurrection power. 

That relationship which seems dead and done, can again have the charm of love and 
laughter. Dejected spouse, pray for an overflow of resurrection power. 

That spiritual life which has dissipated and lost its cutting edge can be restored and 
revived, only to be stronger then ever before. Disheartened Christian, pray for an abundance 
of resurrection power. 

That physical body which is racked with pain can again throb with life and energy. The 
troubled mind can grow calm and rest upon its God. Despondent believer, pray for a out-
pouring of resurrection power. 

It raised our Lord from the dead, and it can raise us from our circumstances to His joy-
ous life, light, and love. By faith appropriate the power! Resurrection power!  

 
Daniel Glick lives in Apple Creek, Ohio. He is a college instructor and director of Calvary Mission.
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Daniel Glick

There is a 
flash of  

lightning, 
the earth  
trembles, 
an angel 

descends, and 
Jesus Christ 

rises from 
the dead…
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Camp Meeting

Music: God's Bible School Music Division  
under the direction of Garen L. Wolf I 

Children's Services: Charlotte Frederick 
Prayer Leader: Edsel Trouten

Mark Cravens

Wingrove Taylor
Space is limited—register early!  Contact: God's Bible School Camp Meeting 

 (513) 721-7944 • 1810 Young Street • Cincinnati, Ohio 45210
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May 26-June 4, 2000 

Evangelists:  
Mark Cravens • Jack Hooker • Wingrove Taylor

at God’s Bible School & College 
Cincinnati, Ohio

Jack Hooker

Special Events: 
Alumni Day: Saturday, May 27,  
  1:30 pm 
Baccalaureate: Sunday, May 28,  
  2:30 pm 
Commencement: Saturday,  
  June 3, 10:00 am

Michael Avery 
President

Garen Wolf 
Music Director

Charlotte Frederick 
Children’s Services

Edsel Trouten 
Prayer Leader

Schedule of Services: 
Prayer and Healing       7:30 am 
Breakfast                       8:00 am 
Bible Study                   9:00 am  
Morning Worship     *10:30 am 
Children's Meeting     10:30 am 
Lunch                         12:00 pm 
Supper                          5:00 pm 
Evening Service         *7:00 pm 
 
*Nursery service provided during the  
  main services


